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This policy applies to the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) pupils at Hunter Hall 

School. Hunter Hall’s Pre-school and Reception is part of an Independent School 

which fully recognises the importance of the Early Years Foundation Stage.  

Our Ethos 

We are looking ahead to what comes next, to the challenges that the children will 
face when they move on from Hunter Hall. Our values are intended to ensure that 
the children are able to thrive in life. 
 
We understand that Hunter Hall is first and foremost a family school. Our families are 
at the heart of our community, and as a school we greatly value their contribution in 
making Hunter Hall a unique place to learn and grow up. 
 

The Aim of the EYFS at Hunter Hall 

We have found that our child-initiated philosophy, that is based around play, has had 

a positive impact on the self-belief, curiosity, and happiness of every child in our 

care. Through play and meaningful interactions with adults, children develop projects 

based upon their own interests, allowing them to access vital skills on their own 

terms. Each child is given the time to grow in self-belief, curiosity and creativity. 

At Hunter Hall, we recognise the importance of child-initiated learning that is based 

around play, as a fundamental process of learning in the Foundation Stage. 

Therefore, we aim to: - 

• Provide quality play in a stimulating, happy and safe environment, which allows the 

children to develop and learn.  

• To promote and encourage self-awareness and self-regulation, enabling children to 

become leaders of their own learning as teachers support them (where necessary) in 

their discoveries.  

• To develop self-belief, self-confidence, independence and a positive attitude to 

learning.  

• To encourage creativity, self-expression, and imaginative thinking. 

• To foster social and emotional skills necessary for integration within the classroom 

and beyond, demonstrating kindness and respect.  

• To stimulate curiosity and foster skills of observation, investigation and problem 

solving in all areas of the curriculum. 

• Provide a holistic learning experience, covering a variety of skills giving first hand 

experiences and setting new challenges; helping children appreciate the wonder of 

the natural world. 

• To value every child and recognise their need for love and security, being positive 

role models so that they too will develop respect for people, property and the 

environment. 



The 7 Areas of Learning and Development 

EYFS Learning is an ongoing process throughout life: The areas of learning and 

development outlined in Development Matters (2021) provide a structure for the 

planning of the curriculum for young children. 

These areas of learning are described as: 

Prime Areas: 

1. Communication and Language 

2. Physical Development 

3. Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Specific Areas: 

4. Literacy 

5. Mathematics 

6. Understanding the World 

7. Expressive Arts and Design 

EYFS Curriculum 

Our curriculum incorporates all seven areas of learning from the Development 

Matters document. The children are provided with a variety of learning opportunities 

to meet the 17 ELGs by the end of the Reception year. 

Planning 

A long-term plan is created at the start of the year to show an overview of how the 

Development Matters objectives are considered and planned for across the year. 

This also allows for any trips and ‘WOW’ experiences to be pre-planned. From this, 

we create half-termly medium-term plans which are based around seasonal topics. 

This planning guides us but, as the children are at the heart of what we do, we also 

include ‘in the moment’ learning and child-led and play-based activities based on 

their children’s interests and questions around a topic. An overview of the half-termly 

learning is sent to parents so that they are involved in their child’s learning. 

Assessment 

Upon arrival into Pre-school and Reception, the children are given a baseline 

assessment based upon age-expectation skills. The children are then assessed 

regularly through observations and set focus tasks. Photographic evidence is 

recorded on our Evidence Me app. Each term, we complete tracking sheets to 

formally record each child’s progress against the learning expectations. 

Review 

Class teachers constantly review each child’s progress in relation to the 

Development Matters guidance. They adapt their teaching and environment based 



on these reviews. As a team, we meet to discuss and review our termly tracking 

sheets and discuss any patterns or specific children that are highlighted in the 

process. As part of the review process, we create progress actions to support the 

children and enable them to progress. We also adjust the learning environment to 

suit specific areas of focus. 

The environment 

The learning environment is a big part of our curriculum and is considered during 

each step of the teaching and learning process. To ensure children get a wide range 

of experiences to access the whole curriculum during their play, the classrooms and 

outside areas are organised so that they are easily accessible to the children, who 

can choose resources at their leisure, depending on their interests within a session. 

When setting up the rooms, we consider key skills: being imaginative, being creative, 

making discoveries and construction. 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Underpinning all areas of the curriculum are the Characteristics of Effective 

Learning. The Characteristics of Effective Learning and the prime and specific areas 

of learning are all interconnected. They underpin everything we offer in our 

environment. Our skillful practitioners observe children’s play and know when to 

intervene and give guidance. This support helps our children make significant 

progress in their learning. We do not push children but look closely at their emotional 

and intellectual abilities and find out what they can do.  

The Characteristics of Effective Learning are: 

• Playing and Exploring (Engagement) 

o Finding out and exploring 

o Playing with what they know 

o Being willing to ‘have a go’ 

Our environments actively encourage and offer children the opportunity to play and 

explore. Children are able to explore in every area of your provision and there are 

opportunities for children to explore and investigate using open-ended resources. 

Our children are able to use their imagination and explore their surroundings. 

• Active Learning (Motivation) 

o Being involved and concentrating 

o Keeping trying 

We want our children to enjoy achieving what they set out to do, to concentrate and 

to keep on trying even if they encounter difficulties. We want all our children to 

demonstrate active learning when engaging in activities that require them to use their 

mental abilities including teacher led and teacher directed, for example children will 

show a can-do attitude when attempting to do a task, they will show a great deal of 

concentration and will rarely give up on the task. We strive to create an exciting 

environment where our children want to become active learners and adults tune into 

their interests.  



• Creating and Thinking Critically (Thinking) 

o Having their own ideas 

o Making links 

o Choosing ways to do things 

We want children to develop their own ideas, make links and develop strategies. For 

our children to be creative and critically think, we as practitioners provide children 

with lots of opportunities to work things out on their own or with others and develop 

their problem-solving skills. Our experienced practitioners know when to intervene 

and scaffold children’s learning. As we know, young children observe what is 

happening around them and they absorb the information. As children begin to 

engage fully in activities, they will start asking questions about how things work.  

Phonics 

Using Twinkl Phonics, the children have daily phonic sessions that embed key 

reading and writing skills. There are resources placed within the environment to build 

upon the focus teaching. 

Maths 

Using White Rose Maths, the children have daily focus time, where they explore a 

concept. There are resources placed within the environment to build upon the focus 

teaching. 

Forest  

The children have a forest session on a Friday morning, where they will be given a 

focus task to complete followed by child-led time in which they can explore the forest 

in a play-based approach, using the resources within the area.  

Specialist teaching 

In Pre-school and Reception, the children have weekly sessions with a French, 

music and PE specialist.  

SEND 

Our clear approach to identifying and responding to SEND children is found in our 

SEND policy. We focus on the regular monitoring and review of children’s progress 

and react accordingly. When we identify a child who is behind the expected levels we 

gather information and initiate our cycle of assessment/ planning/ doing/ reviewing. 

Parents are informed whenever the school provides additional support for children. 


