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1. Aims

2.

1.1.

1.2

At Hunter Hall School, we are committed to providing a quality education in English for
pupils from a variety of cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

We recognise that a good level of proficiency in English is integral to successful learning and
social interaction at our School, and we aim to make appropriate provision for all pupils for
whom English is an additional language so that academically and personally, they can
thrive.

Assessment of Need

2.1.

2.2.

Each pupil’s needs are assessed individually and arrangements made to meet their specific
requirements. Hunter Hall School does not operate a ‘one style fits all’ approach; specific
actions are decided on a case-by-case basis.

On arrival, assessment of need is made by class teachers through observation of and
discussion with the pupil. Where possible (depending on the age of the child), 1on 1
reading of a basic level English text, a basic writing task and some informal calculation
assessment are made to gauge pupil need. Depending on English proficiency, pupils may
take a spelling age and reading age test to provide concrete data to use as a baseline. All of
these assessments are made in a ‘light touch’ manner without the child feeling under
pressure. As a school, we are aware that EAL children can often be dealing with huge
cultural changes and homesickness. As well as affecting their sense of stability and
contentedness, it can also affect their ability to engage and perform, so we keep
assessments as low key and informal as possible. We also continually monitor and assess as
they become increasingly familiar and comfortable in the setting to ensure our
understanding of their skills is accurate.

EAL pupils in mainstream classes

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

3.4.

At Hunter Hall, pupils for whom English is an additional language attend mainstream
curriculum lessons. This is because we believe immersion and inclusion in the classroom is
key to EAL pupils’ integration and their absorption of the language. It also ensures that they
receive the benefit of a broad, balanced curriculum. All class teachers are particularly
mindful of the additional needs of EAL pupils however, and provide focused 1 on 1
attention as needed by the individual in order for them to access the learning.

We promote the notion that staff should support and develop pupils’ use of the English
language and knowledge of British culture, manners and behaviour whilst at the same time
recognising the importance of pupils’ own language, background and culture. Where
appropriate, staff will engage with EAL pupils about their country of origin or mother
tongue to allow the pupil to share their experience and broaden the cultural knowledge of
their peers.

Teaching staff understand that a pupil’s conceptual knowledge of a subject may be far
ahead of their ability to express this knowledge in English. Therefore, where possible, staff
use a variety of non-linguistic methods for EAL pupils to demonstrate their skills.

If teachers raise concerns about their ability to provide provision for EAL pupils in a
mainstream class, a member of SLT will support the member of staff in how to address this
effectively. Where appropriate, TA support or out of class support will be considered.

Additional Support for EAL Pupils

4.1.

It may be deemed necessary (following assessment and in-class observation) for an EAL
pupil to have additional 1 on 1 support with our SENDCO. This is considered if



implementation of EAL support would reduce the impact of language being a barrier to
learning and help the pupil to achieve their true potential within school.

4.2. If this is the case, a meeting is arranged with the pupil’s parents to discuss 1 on 1 provision
that can be made available to support areas of difficulty. This comes with an additional
charge. Where necessary (and possible), a translator will be used to assist with meetings
with parents.

5. Progress

5.1. Progress of EAL pupils is monitored regularly via the usual assessment cycle. All pupils,
including EAL pupils, sit CAT and PIRA/PUMA tests and the results of these are used for
target setting and tracking. However, it is understood that the results of these tests may not
accurately reflect EAL pupils’ ability (due to language constraints) and allowances are made
for this. In-class teacher assessment is therefore particularly closely considered alongside
formal assessments, as anecdotal teacher experience and ongoing classroom-based
assessment is often more useful in identifying next steps for EAL pupils. EAL support may
then be reduced or increased, depending on the need being highlighted.

6. Pastoral Care

6.1. Hunter Hall School is committed to providing a safe and secure environment in which all
pupils can feel happy, socially confident and comfortable. We recognise that this may be
more difficult for EAL pupils than native speakers. Form teachers of EAL pupils are
particularly mindful of this, closely monitoring their friendships and social confidence.
Where possible, they will initiate appropriate measures (eg: a designated buddy, strategic
seating, close observation at playtimes etc). Giving EAL pupils opportunities to
share/celebrate aspects of their own heritage is also often used to help make EAL pupils
feel more settled, as well as enriching the experience and cultural awareness of other

pupils.



