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Introductory Statement 
Hunter Hall School (‘the School’) strives to be a fully inclusive school and aims to ensure that 
pupils of all abilities can participate fully in the life of the School. 
 
We are therefore committed to providing an environment that can be accessed by all pupils, 
staff, parents and visitors regardless of their educational, physical, sensory, social, spiritual, 
emotional and cultural needs.  We are further committed to challenging social attitudes about 
disability and accessibility and to developing a culture of awareness, tolerance and inclusion.  
 
This accessibility plan has been drawn up in consultation with the management of the School 
and covers the period from 1 September 2024 to 31 August 2027.  The implementation of the 
plan will be annually reviewed, and there will be an annual report to the Governing Body 
identifying which measures have been achieved and where any delay in implementation is 
foreseen.  The plan is then updated with adjusted time-frames where necessary. 
 
The School’s Governors are ultimately responsible for ensuring the implementation of the 
accessibility plan during the period to which it relates.  A new plan will be drawn up every 
three years. 
 
The plan should be read in conjunction with the School’s Admissions Policy and Learning 
Support Policy. 
 
Background 
 
The School's layout and facilities 
The School occupies a relatively small site and consists of a Victorian farmhouse and 
converted former farm buildings. Most of the teaching takes place at ground level, but the 
Art and ICT classrooms are on the first floor in the barn, and the Learning Support Room 
and Music Practice Room are on the first floor of the Farmhouse.  The buildings do not have 
lifts. Teaching in the Lower School takes place in fixed classrooms but there is some 
movement of pupils around campus to access different specialist subjects. Pupils in the 
Upper School move around the site for lessons. Any movement around the School site 
requires pupils, staff, parents and visitors to navigate steps, stairs and uneven ground, dute 
to the historic nature of the site. 
 
We plan, over time, to increase the accessibility of provision for all pupils, staff and visitors to 
the School in the following areas: 
 
• provide SEND support where necessary 
• improve the environment of the School to increase access to education and services 

by physically disabled pupils, parents and visitors. 
• improve the delivery of written information to pupils, staff, parents and visitors 

with disabilities 
• have regard to the need to allocate adequate resources for implementing this Plan 
 
The table at Appendix A provides an outline action plan for ensuring that SEND pupils can 
access the School curriculum and facilities, including the delivery of information.  Appendix B 
outlines the plan for physical access for disabled pupils.   
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Welcoming and Preparing for SEND Pupils 
Where it is practicable to make reasonable adjustments to enable prospective pupils to take 
up a place at the School and to satisfy the current admissions criteria, the School is committed 
to providing those reasonable adjustments. 
 
Where the School agrees to provide additional services, such as learning support, charges 
may be made at a level that reasonably reflects the cost to the School of providing that 
service. Details of costs can be provided in writing on request. 
 
In order to meet the needs of SEND pupils, the School requires full information. The School 
will ask all applicants for admission to the School to disclose whether they have received any 
learning support, have had an educational psychologist's report or have any SEND or other 
condition of which the School should be aware. 
 
In assessing the pupil or prospective pupil, the School may need to take advice and require 
assessments as appropriate.  The School will be sensitive to any issues of confidentiality. 

 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities  
The duties on Special Educational Needs and disabilities apply equally to schools of all types 
and we will ensure that we comply with our legal requirements and guidance provided 
including: 
 

• Guidance to schools on their obligations under the Equality Act 2010 to complement the 
technical guidance published by the EHRC, last updated June 2018 

• Due regard for the SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years, last updated September 2024 

• Statutory guidance on supporting pupils with medical conditions at school, last updated 
August 2017 
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Appendix A 
Ensuring that pupils with disabilities or with learning needs can participate in the School curriculum 

 
 Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe 

Current  Ensure new and existing 
staff have the knowledge 
and understanding 
required to support SEND 
pupils 
 
 
 

Periodic training of staff involved in 
providing support to pupils with SEND. At 
least termly pupil progress meetings. 
Schemes of work make reference to pupils 
with SEND. 
 

Staff confidence in providing appropriate 
teaching and support for SEND pupils 
leading to effective SEND support of 
individual pupils. SEND pupils are able to 
access their choice of curriculum activities 
as far as possible. Teachers make 
reasonable adjustments to the delivery of 
the curriculum for pupils with SEND 

Termly meetings 
with staff during 
INSET. 

Current Effective communication 
of SEND information 

Head of Learning Support to provide all staff 
with a ‘SEND Pack’ containing SEND register 
and all School Support Plans. SEND Packs 
updated at least once a term. 

All teaching staff will be aware of pupils’ 
needs enabling all children to be 
appropriately supported 

Ongoing 

Current Appropriate use of 
interventions to ensure 
the needs of all pupils are 
met 

Staff appropriately trained to deliver both 
academic and social and emotional 
interventions. At least termly meetings to 
review pupil progress and decide which 
pupils to support through interventions. 

All children are able to fulfil their 
potential academically. Improved 
emotional wellbeing of targeted pupils. 

Ongoing 

Current Appropriate use of 
specialised equipment to 
benefit individual pupils 
and staff 

Use of individual computers where 
appropriate (for pupils). Coloured overlays 
etc. available to dyslexic pupils. Fidget toys 
etc. available in the Wellbeing Space. DSE 
assessments available to staff. 

SEND children have appropriate 
equipment and resources that removes 
barriers to learning. Staff have 
appropriate equipment to maintain 
positive mental and physical wellbeing. 

Ongoing 



 

5 
 

 Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe 

Current Ensure the medical needs 
of all pupils are met fully 
within the capability of 
the school 

All new parents asked to share medical 
information when joining the school. Current 
parents asked at least annually if medical 
information has changed. Individual 
strategies and in place as appropriate. 

All pupil’s needs are met within the 
capability of the school enabling them to 
access the curriculum. 

Ongoing 

Current Ensuring availability of 
written material in 
alternative formats and 
font sizes. 

Research sources of alternative formats, 
including use of coloured backgrounds to aid 
dyslexic pupils and SEND pupils, including 
costings. 

Learning Support Department has 
improved awareness and are able to 
provide written information on 
alternative formats meaning that the 
delivery of information to SEND pupils is 
improved. 

Ongoing 

Current Needs of each EAL pupil is 
identified and support 
strategies put in place. 

Staff induction and training includes 
developing awareness of the needs of EAL 
pupils. 

Pupils for whom English is an Addition 
Language are able to successfully access 
the curriculum. 

Ongoing 

Current Ensure all children feel 
safe and involved at 
breaktimes.  

Staff to report children who are isolated at 
break times. All staff informed at Staff 
Briefings so that they can monitor children 
as required and encourage all children to be 
involved. 

Children feel safe, happy and valued. 
Children given appropriate support to 
enable them to join in games with others. 

Ongoing. 

When 
required 

Introduction of relevant 
equipment to aid SEND 
pupils particularly those 
with a visual or hearing 
impairment where 
required. 

Regular discussions with staff, parents and 
pupils. 
Equipment Procurement. 

Improved ability in looking after SEND 
pupils 

Regular meetings 
as appropriate, 
including with OT. 
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 Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe 

Current Ensure access for all SEND 
children at Early Birds and 
After School Clubs/After 
School Care 

Risk assessments put in place as required to 
enable access for all children 

Increased access to Early Birds and After 
School Clubs/After School Care. Children 
feel supported to take part in 
clubs/remain at school 

Ongoing 

When 
required 

Evaluate day and 
residential trips in light of 
specific cohorts 

Ensure named individuals are included on 
risk assessments for trips and appropriate 
support is put in place to children are able to 
access trips fully. Pre-visits required for 
residentials if SEND children are involved. 

All children have full access to day and 
residential trips. Children given 
appropriate support to access trips as 
required. 

Ongoing 
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Appendix B 
Improving the environment of the School to increase access to education by pupils, parents and visitors with physical disabilities 
 

 Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe Goals achieved 

Short 
term 

Enable disabled visitors 
to park within 
reasonable distance of 
the School. 

Provision of three disabled 
parking spaces immediately 
outside entrance to school. 

Improved parking for 
people with mobility 
difficulties providing 
improved access to the 
school site. 

Completed. Improved access to 
School site. 

Short/ 
medium 
term 

Enable visitors with 
disabilities to move 
safely and as easily as 
possible around the site 

Provide grab rails where 
there are steps into and out 
of buildings. Research 
alternative surfaces for the 
courtyard/research 
providing paths through 
courtyard. Consider 
provision or moveable ramp. 

Improved access to School 
site. 

Ongoing Improved access to 
School site. 

Short 
term 

Make effective use of the 
Wellbeing Space  

Children to use Wellbeing 
Space as a ‘soft landing’ 
space as well as a space to 
help with regulation 

Easier transition from home to 
School. Children develop self-
regulation strategies. 

Ongoing Improved emotional 
wellbeing of children 

Medium 
term 

Maintain safe access to the 
School site 

Ensure all gates are kept 
locked during the school day. 
Improve security around the 
barn/Reception classroom 
with the addition of a gate. 

Improved security of School 
site. 

Ongoing 
By September 
2025 

Ensuring all children 
are safe at all times 
when at School. 
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 Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe Goals achieved 

Long 
Term 

Development of new 
facilities. 

New facilities will fully 
comply with current 
legislation regarding 
disabled access 

Easy access to teaching and 
social facilities for pupils 
using wheelchairs 

Ongoing Improved facilities 
for disabled pupils 
and visitors. 
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Improving the access and delivery of written information 
 

 Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe Goals achieved 

Short 
term 

Review documentation 
on website to check 
accessibility for 
parents 

Ensure documents are 
accessible to everyone using 
commonly known 
vocabulary.  
Office to be aware of 
parents who may need 
support in accessing 
materials and assisting with 
this. 

All parents will be able to 
be aware of what is 
happening at school via 
the website. 

By 
September 
2025 

 

Short term Ensure written materials 
are available in 
alternative formats 

Ensure office staff are able 
to use google translate to 
translate any written letters 
and newsletters and ensure 
parents know this is 
available. Ensure parents 
with visual impairments can 
access policies through 
enlargement of papers. 
Invite parents in who may 
need support completing 
forms. 

Parents are able to access all 
information and share 
information with the school 
as required. 

By September 
2025d  

 

 


