Newsletter Number 5
Summer Term, 20th May 2022

Dear Parents,
We look forward to welcoming back our year 5 and 6 from their
Shropshire residential trip this afternoon – I hope you have
managed to follow their adventures: from candle making to their
very own Shropshire’s Got Talent, where I am reliably informed
Rafferty was awarded first place! It’s been a hugely successful
trip, post pandemic, and I am sure, as I mentioned last week,
they will all have memories that will last a lifetime. Many thanks
to Mr Sturgess as trip leader and Mr Spooner and Mrs Wilson
for accompanying the trip – without such dedicated staff,
opportunities such as these for the children simply would not
happen. Staffing is without doubt our greatest resource in school.
Speaking of memories – one photo that really made me smile
this week was Mr Ellerton on his new sit on mower! Thank you
to all our parents as this was bought from parent group funds
and will be a long-term investment for the school, all the
children who benefit from using our school fields, as well as of
course- Mr Ellerton.
Next week we will interview for our two teaching posts – we
have been lucky enough to be inundated with applications and
choosing a shortlist was very difficult indeed! Mrs Natalie Harling – our Chairwoman and Mr John
Pallister (Chair of Finance) will join us on the interview panel for these posts.
Also, next week and hot off the press - MISS FAWCETT IS GETTING MARRIED! She would like to
invite any children and parents who would like to attend the church to ‘tie the gates’. The date is
Saturday 28th May, and the ceremony starts at 2pm at St John’s Church, Newton Reigny. If you would

like to attend, she would love to see you there – the actual service will be busy, but there may be
room near the back if you would like to squash in! Failing that you can wave her in as Miss Fawcett
and wave her out as Mrs Robson – betrothed to Mr Robson
I have been out and about this week on governor duties at Barnard Castle School, as well as looking at
their IT provision as we build our own strategy. And then down in Warwickshire, where I sit on the
ITRUST charity board – a panel that works to try and help children access education in schools such as
ours. We have also welcomed Mr Tony Roberts into school, another of our governors who is helping
us steer our IT provision.
Exams have now been completed for upper school and will be marked accordingly. Exam results will
be sent home with the children as they receive them, and tutors will be in touch if needed. Likewise, if
there is something you would like to discuss regarding their results, please contact your child’s teacher
directly. A reminder that a full report on all subjects will be completed by the end of term.
Speaking of the end of term – a reminder that the holiday club will run over the summer break and a
letter regarding arrangements will be sent to you next week.
Our Health and Safety and Estates committee governors sat today and have set in motion plans for
repairs and updating over the summer break too.
Last weekend seems a lifetime ago, but I cannot get to the end of this newsletter without mentioning
the gala concert last Saturday evening – what an event, a perfect way to continue to celebrate our 30th
year here at Frenchfield. The talent on offer from Old Hunters and new was simply outstanding, and it
was wonderful to be able to meet with so many current parents, as well as alumni, and the first two
Head teachers of the school – Mr Aidan Warlow (who of course founded the school) and Mrs Louise
Dexter who was also Head of Music during her time here. I know many of you will have seen photos
posted of the event, but these were our star performers.

Keeping to music - I feel we must also celebrate the success Mylo in year 6
has had at the Whitehaven Music Festival – he was awarded no less than 5
trophies for his endeavors – what a star pianist we have in our midst. Very
many congratulations to him.
On to next week ….......
Monday is our whole school photo – please read the information below
carefully:

SCHOOL PHOTO
Please do not forget that on Monday it is our whole school photograph and class
photographs.
Please can you ensure that children arrive in school in full school uniform ready for their
photo shoot!
Children out on the Sedbergh fixture will change afterwards.
*************
On Wednesday we are doing individual photos. As lower school (year 1 and 2) and year 3
are out on a trip that day please can they arrive in their normal school uniform – they will
then change into their jogging suits afterwards for their outing.
Note due to the timing of the trip lower school photos will commence from 8am – you can
therefore drop your children off earlier that day if you wish.
Thank you
Next Friday is our Jubilee Day in school. We have a special guest Mrs Findlay, joining us in assembly,
who works for the palace, and we will also have other Jubilee festivities throughout the day, kicking
off with a Jubilee Breakfast courtesy of the Parent Group. Fingers crossed for fine weather as both
breakfast and lunch for the children will be outside next Friday!
As it is a special day it will also be none uniform day with a theme of red, white, and blue of course!
However, no hair dye or face painting please – let's keep it to clothes. Children will then have Jubilee
games in the afternoon, so their clothes need to be suitable to participate in games activities. Mr
Hetherington has asked if any of you are in receipt of a croquet set – please may we borrow it for next
Friday? If you can oblige, please drop in any sets to the school office.
If you would like to stay on after Jubilee breakfast and join us for our Jubilee assembly, you are more
than welcome. Assembly will be from 9:15 until 10:00.
Mrs Wrightson has written also regarding the tercentenary celebrations at St Andrews Church which
will take place on the Thursday evening before our Jubilee Day. Please read this information carefully
– especially those of you who have a child in the choir.
What an eclectic mix of news! Have a lovely weekend everyone.
Mrs D Vinsome

Jubilee/Tercentenary Concert at St Andrew’s, Thursday 26th May, 6pm
Next Thursday the Choir will be performing alongside 3 other schools at the Penrith Jubilee
Concert and celebration of St Andrew’s Church being 300 years old. The concert will take
place between 6 and 7pm with refreshments afterwards. All choir members have been
allocated two tickets for their guests, however we do have extras. If choir members would
like any more, or if anyone else in the school family would like to come along, please see
Mrs Wrightson next week.

Pre-School News
What another busy week in Pre-School. We have been reading the 3 Billy Goats
Gruff story and taking part in a variety of activities.
The children have been busy making
‘Wanted’ posters for the ‘big smelly
troll’ as he seems to have gone missing
from under his bridge! They all took
great care with their pictures, and I can
confirm they all look very scary, and
trolls I wouldn’t like to come across!
During Work It Out Wednesday, the
children used a variety of blocks, chairs
and cushions to help make new bridges
for the 3 Billy Goats to get across the
river and not disturb the sleeping troll!
In our P.E sessions we have been out
on the field practising a variety of
races in preparation for the up-and-coming sports day!
Today in the forest we have been on a traditional tale hunt! Our forest fairy,
Marshmallow Button, had caused mayhem and there were bears in Little Red Riding
Hood’s house, the Billy Goats trying to climb the bean stalk, the Gingerbread Man
making food in the 3 Little Pigs house, and poor Goldilocks being chased by the Troll!
The children had to find all the characters from the traditional tales and get them
back to where they belong in their correct tales, which we eventually managed to do!
Mrs Parker and Miss Graham

DOG FOOD ALERT
Do you need dog food?
Surplus to Ukrainian requirements, Ms Anna Rowley has ended up with a large
amount of dog food following a recent mercy dash to Ukraine to offer aid as
part of Eden’s effort to support the crisis.
She will be in the courtyard during parent breakfast if any of you would like to
purchase some for your hungry dogs!!
All proceeds from any sales will go to DEC – the Disaster Emergency
Committee who have been working hard to offer aid and support to Ukraine.

Dates for Cookery Club Summer Term
2022
Year 3 and 4
Friday 20 May No Cookery (Year 5/6 Residential)
Friday 27 May No Cookery (Jubilee Day)
HALF TERM
Friday 10 June Year 3 only
Friday 17 June No Cookery (Sports Day)
Friday 24 June Group 1
Friday 1 July Group 2
Friday 8 July End of term
Group 1 (10)
Tate
Amélie
Emma
Quetzi
Josh
Thomas R
Jack
Hettie
Hermione
Toby
Group 2 (8)
Darci
Lindi
Anna
Hubi
George
Cecily
Lucy M
Lucy W

JUBILEE BIG BREAKFAST
FRIDAY 27th MAY 2022
7.45AM – 8.30AM
Bacon/Eggs Rolls
Croissants
Pain au Chocolat
Fruit/Yogurt
Juices
Tea & Coffee

GRAB & GO AVAILABLE – PLEASE BRING CASH

Pop up Crafts and fun
at

Christ church

Contact childrenfamily.parishofpenrith@gmail.com to ensure a place for your family.

Week ahead
Monday 23 May 2022
09:30 - 12:00
09:30 - 12:00
11:00 - 16:00
13:30 - 15:15
14:00 - 18:30
15:30 - 16:30
15:30 - 16:30
16:30 - 17:30
Tuesday 24 May 2022

WHOLE SCHOOL AND CLASS PHOTOS
Richard Evans - Drums
U11 Hardball County Championships @ Sedbergh Prep.
U9 Wilson Cup- Tennis Competition @ HH
Barbara Gilbertson - Voice, violin and piano
Lower School- Cricket CANCELLED
Upper School - Choir
Band

Outdoor Education – Year 3&4 – Group 1 – Sailing
10:30 - 11:00
Lower School Swimming @ Penrith Leisure Centre
11:00 - 12:00
Y5 QEGS meeting- transition lead from QEGS
14:00 - 15:15
Leaver programme - Year 6 First Aid course
15:00 - 16:30
Barbara Gilbertson - Voice, violin and piano
15:30 - 16:30
Upper School - Chess and Backgammon
15:30 - 16:30
Lower School - Cricket
15:30 - 16:30
Upper School - Drama CANCELLED
15:30 - 16:30
Lower School - Athletics
16:30 - 17:30
Exam Prep Year 5 CANCELLED
Wednesday 25 May 2022
08:00 - 09:00
Ian Butterworth- Brass
08:00 - 12:00
INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS
14:00 - 15:30
U9 & U11 (A + B) Rounders v Sedbergh Prep @ HH
14:00 - 18:30
U11 Cricket v Sedbergh Prep. U13 C team
15:30 - 16:30
Upper School - Languages
15:30 - 16:30
Lower School - Drama
Thursday 26 May 2022
Outdoor Education – Year 6 – Ghyll Scrambling
All Day
Jubilee/Tercentenary rehearsal/concert at St Andrew's - CHOIR involved
08:30 - 16:00
Barbara Gilbertson - Voice, violin and piano
15:30 - 16:30
Upper School - Mindfulness colouring
15:30 - 16:30
Lower School - Board Games
15:00 - 16:00
Lower School - Football
15:30 - 16:30
Upper School - Hardball cricket nets
16:00 - 17:00
Upper School - Football
17:45 - 18:45
Chojinkai Karate
Friday 27 May 2022
All Day
LAMDA
15:15 - 16:15
Lower school - Tennis
15:30 - 16:30
Lower School - Free play
15:30 - 16:30
No Cookery Club
16:25 - 17:25
Upper School - Tennis

HALF TERM

