
 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

I hope you are all beaming from ear to ear as you read our inspection 

report – how amazing it is to be part of this school and be recognised for 

the enormous amount of great work that goes on here, both inside and 

outside of the classroom. It truly is a very special place to work, and I am 

so glad the inspection team recognised this when they visited us before 

half term. If you have not as yet had time to read the report – please do 

so over a cup of tea or whatever – it makes for superb reading and it was 

lovely to share some of it with the children in assembly this morning.  

 

We are all dressed in blue and yellow today to recognise the devastating 

effect of conflict in Ukraine. Many thanks for all your contributions to DEC 

(The Disaster Emergency Fund) today, we will add these to our further 

fundraising activities this term. 

 

In relation to this, two of our Old Hunter parents Mr Harling and Mr Renison are preparing, alongside 

others to do a mercy dash to help the plight of Ukrainian citizens. Please click on the following link if 

you can offer support for their venture. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/eden-to-the-east 
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Whilst we are having a Ukrainian Day, I am also acutely aware 

that it is also Comic Relief and this charity also does an amazing 

amount of work for deserving causes, but has been a little 

overshadowed this year due to world events. With this in mind, 

we have decided as a school to donate a golden coin for every 

child in school (£97) rounded up to £100, as well as of course 

contributing to DEC. 

 

This afternoon in EDIC (Everyone Drawing in Class) the children will also complete a postcard which 

will be sent to the children of Ukraine. A Dorset bookshop and publisher Little Toller is fundraising for 

10,000 backpacks to go to Ukrainian children who have been displaced from home through the 

conflict, and children have been encouraged to draw and write a postcard for each child. If you would 

like to take a look, please click the following link: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-dorset-60659916   

 

As we begin to start planning for the summer term there are two residentials booked for children in 

upper school. You have already received letters regarding these earlier in the term. Regarding the 

Year 4 residential, a parent meeting to show you where the children are going has now been booked 

for Monday 25th of April at 4:30pm. I hope as many of year 4 parents as possible can attend, where 

Mrs Fletcher, Mrs Tarrant and Mr Hetherington will meet and greet. In addition, a meeting for parents 

regarding the Year 5 and 6 residential will take place on Tuesday 29th March of 3:30pm, where Mr 

Sturgess and Mrs Wilson will be in attendance. 

 

As well as discussing world events in assembly and our 

Ukrainian fundraising day, there was much cause for 

celebration too – including George. What a brilliant surprise 

he had to be awarded in assembly the most promising music 

performer trophy from the festival last week! A wonderful 

achievement and I am sure we will hear his wonderful singing 

voice again at our next Words and Music Concert. 

 

It seems a long time ago since the autumn term, but you may remember 

book week where all were dressed as characters from Roald Dahl. Well, 

Henry (Year 2) has literally taken Mrs Fletcher’s and Mrs Tarrant’s advice at 

their word and been on a ‘quest’ to read as many ‘Beast Quest’ books as he 

possibly can since that event. An impressive book mountain has 

materialized as you can see! 

 

Reading of course is key to everything and as much encouragement as you 

can muster to encourage your children to read at home is very much 

appreciated. The children value their time in school during ERIC (Everyone 

Reading In Class) and aside from the important reading skills they are 

acquiring, it is also a little quiet time for them too. The opportunity for 

those quiet moments on a busy school day was noticed by the inspectors and I was incredibly pleased 

that they noticed these smaller aspects of school life, as I do feel they are vitally important for all our 

well-being. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-dorset-60659916


 

Speaking of well-being – music is often cited by many as a great way to switch off, be at one with 

oneself etc. as well as being a hugely successful way of bringing people together. None more so was 

this seen than when Mrs Wrightson and I accompanied a group of our promising musicians to 

Giggleswick for a workshop on Tuesday.  The fabulous afternoon finished in the Richard Whitely 

Theatre with musicians performing the pieces they had learned during the workshops. The orchestra 

produced an enchanting version of the Harry Potter theme, this was followed by the choristers taking 

the stage to sing The Rhythm of Life, before the percussionists played their vibrant Samba rhythms. 

All the musicians performed a superb rendition of Amazing Grace together. Well done to all our 

musicians and to Giggleswick for hosting us. 

 

 

Giggleswick’s next open day is in May, please click on the link below if you are interested in attending: 

https://www.giggleswick.org.uk/admissions/open-days 

 

As if that was not enough, we have hosted and been hosted by Mowden Hall and Austin Friars this 

week too! All in all, it has been busy! 

 

Whatever you are doing this weekend, hopefully we can all enjoy a bit of sunshine. Many, many 

thanks again for all your generous donations – we shall do a grand total once we have finished all our 

activities prior to the easter break. Speaking of which please see our poster for our Easter Fete in this 

newsletter, as well as help needed for the local schools cross country event taking place next Friday. 

 

Mrs D Vinsome 
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Final Deadline Reminder 

Just a little reminder that the deadline date for signing up to 

the Easter Holiday Club is Monday 21st March 2022. 

Many Thanks, 

Miss Graham & Mrs Parker 

 

Pre-School News 
 

 

We have had a great week in pre-school this 

week. 

 

Alfie very kindly brought us a butterfly that 

he had found, for us to have a look at after 

our week of learning about them. 

 

We then recapped about butterflies and 

used our special words we had learnt to tell 

Miss Graham what we had been busy with 

whilst she was away. 

 

This week we have moved on to looking at 

the life cycle of frogs, talking about the 

similarities and differences as well as 

butterflies life cycle. 

 

We have created our own pond for insects and frogs, using all sorts of different 

materials to make it.  

 

As well as this, we learnt all about St Patrick’s Day and what it means and how people 

celebrate. We tried Irish dancing and found some gold coins which we thought may 

be from a cheeky leprechaun that had been in pre-school when we weren’t looking! 

 

What a fabulous week in pre-school! 

 

Mrs Parker and Miss Graham 



 

 
 

• Friday 1
st

 April 

• 11.15am 

• Easter Bonnet Parade- (Lower School/EYFS) 

• Easter Egg Competition (Upper School) 

• Stalls: cakes, home-baked bread, plants, nearly 

new toys and books, sunflower art produced by 

pupils  

 

All proceeds to go to  

the Disaster Emergency  

Committee. 

 

 

 

We would welcome any contributions of cakes, baked breads, 

plants, toys and books. If you are able to offer any goods for 

the stalls, could I ask you to deliver them to school during the 

final week of term (28th March- 1st April). 

 
 

All entries for the Easter 

bonnet (Lower School/EYFS) 

and Easter egg (Upper 

School) competitions should 

be in school by 8.40am on 1st 

April, clearly labelled with 

name and year group.  



 

Week ahead 
 

Monday 21 March 2022 

 09:30 - 12:00 Richard Evans (drums) 

 14:00 - 15:30 U9 Netball v Austin Friars @ HH  

 14:00 - 15:30 U9 Football A & B @ Austin Friars  

 14:00 - 18:30 Barbara Gilbertson (piano, voice and violin) 

 15:20 - 16:20 Upper School - Choir  

 15:30 - 16:30 Lower School - Ball Skills  

 16:30 - 17:30 Band   
Tuesday 22 March 2022 

  Outdoor Education – Year 3&4 Group 1 

 08:40 - 09:25 Visiting speaker Andy Sargent Year 4 

 13:45 - 15:00 BYSD dance session for Y6 

 15:00 - 16:30 Barbara Gilbertson (piano, voice and violin) 

 15:15 - 16:20 Upper School - Chess  

 15:30 - 16:30 Upper School - Drama- CANCELLED  

 15:30 - 16:30 Lower School - Running  

 16:30 - 17:30 Exam Prep Year 5   
Wednesday 23 March 2022 

 08:00 - 09:00 Ian Butterworth (brass) 

 14:00 - 15:30 U9 & U11 Netball v Windermere @ HH  

 15:00 - 16:30 Lower School - Mindfulness Colouring 

 15:30 - 16:30 Upper School - Languages   
Thursday 24 March 2022 

  Outdoor Education – Year 6 

 08:30 - 16:00 Barbara Gilbertson (piano, voice and violin) 

 09:00 - 10:40 Year 5 Easter Journey @ St Andrews Church 

 15:00 - 16:00 Lower School - Football 

 15:30 - 16:20 Netball- Upper School (NOTE CHANGE FROM MINDFUL 

COLOURING)  

 15:30 - 16:30 Lower School - Construction   
 16:00 - 17:00 Upper School - Football 

Friday 25 March 2022 

  LAMDA 

 08:30 - 10:30 Garry Linsley (woodwind)  

 09:30 - 15:30 Andrew Roze (guitar/ukulele) 

 13:00 - 15:30 Hunter Hall Cross Country Championship 2022 (HH Fields) 

 15:30 - 16:30 Upper School - Running- CANCELLED  

 15:30 - 16:30 NO COOKERY CLUB  

 15:30 - 16:30 Lower School - Free play   

 

 


