
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
What an exciting week it has been to have all the 
children back to school. There has been much 
pleasure as they have reconnected with their 
friends physically, checked what’s for lunch 
(always high up on their agenda!) and where they 
should be for their next lesson, as well as talking 
to their teachers. We have reminded them of our 
COVID measures, and they have returned to 
school life like a duck to water, so to speak. 
 
Speaking of water – we have had plenty of that 
this week too – with an absolute deluge for upper 
school games on Wednesday, but the children 
were not to be put off, such was their 
determination to get back into their sport. The 
Ninja and Falcon school challenges are underway 
with a hope that we may manage a few fixtures 
with other schools later in the summer term. 
 
In assembly this morning, Mr Hetherington 
presented the children who had taken part in the 
Giggleswick online run with their certificates, and 
in some cases medals - well done to Anna C and 
Minnie for coming fifth and fourth (over a great 
many schools who participated) for the under 11 
girls, and to Matthew for coming second in the 
under 11 boys, much to their delight. He also 
presented certificates for the cycling challenges too. We had everything from who had cycled the 
highest (Tate) to who had learned to ride their bikes for the first time (Kiearra and Kitty). Pen licences 
were also presented – well done to both Ollie and Drew for making huge improvements in this area,  
as well gold certificates for a plethora of things; from being fastest finger with French numbers - 
Casey, to making a fantastic game in geography to illustrate all they had learnt whilst learning on line 
– well done Darci! 
 
Outdoor Education will remain in the immediate vicinity for now, and Mr Spooner is making full use 
of the school grounds and surrounding area with biking challenges coming to the fore once again. 
Yesterday, I watched a little of Year 6 showing fantastic bike handling skills as they got to grips with 
‘cycling football’ skills, building upon the HUGE achievements of the house cycling challenge where 
collectively all the children from pre- school to year 6  cycled over 1000 miles: the equivalent from 
Penrith to Barcelona! 
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Charities have been severely hit with the 
global situation, but Comic Relief day is 
looming, and Matilda in Year 6 has asked to 
organise a cake sale next Friday – the 19th of 
March. She has assured me that all cakes will 
be made in a COVID safe environment and 
under the close scrutiny of her mum – our 
Chair of Governors Mrs Natalie Harling. 
Please see her notice at the end of the 
newsletter. 
 
We have relaxed our cake restrictions for 

birthdays too (part of our road map out      ) 
and cakes of any type (although no nuts 
please) can now be brought in for birthdays; 
it does not matter whether they are 
individually wrapped cakes/ cupcakes, or a 
whole ‘Colin the Caterpillar’ – although the 
former is much easier to distribute it has to 
be said! 
 
We had our governors’ board met yesterday 
evening (unfortunately still virtually), to 
catch up with the work done by the various 
committee groups. Mrs Harling will be 
writing to you all at the end of this term with 
their news as custodians of the school, but 
they wished everyone a safe return to school 

and hope to be able to visit again on site in the not too distant future. 
 
As Annie in Year 6 said to me this morning, “This week seems to have gone by in 5 minutes”: it 
certainly has! Enjoy your weekend, note the news on our catering staff in a separate missive to you 
today, and have a lovely weekend - especially all you mums out there. Hopefully breakfast in bed, 

chocolates, flowers, wine etc is on the menu from the rest of your family.  See you all Monday       
 

Mrs D Vinsome 
 

  



 

 
Pre School News 
This week in pre-school we have had a 
fantastic time welcoming all our friends 
and teachers back to school. We have 
enjoyed having everyone back, 
especially the ladies in the kitchen who 
have cooked us some delicious back to 
school meals. 
 

We have been extremely busy working 
on cards and crafts for a very special 
day which happens at the end of this 
week although it has been hard work 
keeping it a secret, so we don’t ruin the 
surprise! 
 
We have been in our outdoor area on our bikes and scooters creating our own race. We took 
turns to set the race off using a flag and saying ‘Ready, get set, go!’  
We also created our own track using the chalks to draw arrows to show us which way to go 
and which side we had to be on. We talked about how we could make sure we were all safe 
and wouldn’t crash into each other. 
 
As well as this, we have created our own superhero masks using a range of materials to 
decorate them with, talking about how things feel and what colour they are. 
 

Miss Borthwick 
 

 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 

The House Cycle Challenge 
The house biking challenge, which finished last Sunday, proved to be exceptionally popular. After a 
busy 10 days of biking, our whole school reached an astonishing total of 1217.41 miles, a distance 
that could take you from Penrith to Barcelona. Our house captains (Fergal, Annie, Casey and Hugo) 
deserve a special mention as they collated the results for each house, motivating and encouraging 
their teams superbly. Each house met their target destination with Hares and Squirrels both out-
cycling the teachers. Our overall team champions were Squirrels, who cycled over 500 miles. 
Certificates were handed out to all riders today- thanks to everyone for making it a success.  
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Team Challenge (total miles): 1st Squirrels- 511, 2nd Hares- 321.7,  3rd Foxes- 219,  4th badgers 165.71 
 
Highest individual total distances: 

• Reception: Louisa 12 miles 
• Year 1: Ragnar 27.36 
• Year 2: Lucy W 26.7 
• Year 3: Tomas 71.29 miles 
• Year 4: Ellie 38 miles 
• Year 5: Zara  54 miles 
• Year 6: Anna 111.78 miles 

 
US Gran Fondo rides (a single ride of +20 miles): Hugo, Piers, Matthew, Anna C, Tomas, Tate  
 
LS Gran Fondo rides (a single ride of +10 miles ): Lucy W, Elsa  
 
King/Queen of the Mountain (greatest elevation): Tate  +448m  
 
New Riders: Kitty & Kiearra  
 
Well done to everyone who enjoyed getting outside and exploring on two wheels.  

 
Mr Hetherington 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Comic Relief Bake Sale 

There are so many young people suffering just now in so many ways, so I thought I would do my 
little bit to support them. 

 
On Friday the 19thMarch, I will be selling Red Nose Biscuits and Muffins at break times. If you can, 

please can you bring a donation in towards Comic Relief – 50p or £1 would be great. 
 

I will be baking them at home under strict Covid-19 rules, face mask,  
sanitiser etc. Please help me reach my target of £100 

 
Thank You 

Matilda , Year 6 

 

 
 



Week Ahead – Week 10 
 

Monday 15 March 2021 
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Hockey (Lower School)  
 15:30 - 16:30 After School: Choir (Upper School)  
 16:30 - 17:30 After School: Band (Upper School)  
   
Tuesday 16 March 2021 
 13:30 - 16:30 Outdoor Education (Year 3P)  
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Tag Rugby (Lower School)   
 15:30 - 16:30 After School: Chess (Upper School)   
 15:30 - 16:30 After School: Drama (Upper School)   
 16:30 - 17:30 After School Prep (Year 5)   
   
Wednesday 17 March 2021 
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Mindful Colouring (Lower School)  

CANCELLED today, due to Mrs Wilson not being in school  
 15:30 - 16:30 After School: Fencing (Upper School)   

* Note: due to the popularity of this club, it will run for a 4 week ‘block’ 
with the existing group of 10 and children who missed out this time can 
sign up for the next block. 

   
Thursday 18 March 2021 
 13:30 - 16:30 Outdoor Education (Year 4&5)  
 15:10 - 16:10 After School: Yoga (Lower School)  
 15:30 - 16:30 After School: Languages (Upper School)  
 15:30 - 16:30 After School: Mindfulness Colouring (Upper School)   
   
Friday 19 March 2021 
  Deadline for Easter Holiday Club responses 
 15:10 - 16:10 After School: Friday Free Play (Lower School)  
 15:30 - 16:30 After School: Running Club (Upper School)   

 
 

 


