
 

  

 
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back after the half term break – we could all see that the children needed a rest from being 
online and to know now that there is only one more week to go for all of us is music to our ears. 

At school, we have been busy preparing for your child’s return, and you should have received a letter 
yesterday regarding arrangements until the end of term. Please read carefully, as there is a lot to 
digest! Spring is around the corner and the school is looking lovely with snowdrops and daffodils 
beginning to poke their heads out on the banks. Key worker children have been enjoying the sights, 
but can’t wait to see all their friends again. Speaking of spring, Ragnar and Quetzi sent a brilliant 30 
second movie clip of the frogs and frog spawn in their pond – I thought I’d share it with you – it’s 
fascinating. 

We have also been planting trees this week – a generous gift that we have been given from Penrith 
Action for Community Transition (PACT). We marked the occasion with an official photo. 

Many senior schools are now preparing for September entries into school, and Year 5 parents should 
have received information on the QEGS intake and deadlines – online registration beginning on the 
1st of May. Sue Denyer is happy to answer any questions you may have: 
sdenyer@qegs.cumbria.sch.uk  

Giggleswick are hosting their virtual open afternoon on Friday 5th of March with an introduction by 
their Headmaster Mr Mark Turnbull (one of our school governors), followed by a chance to speak to 
their students and other staff members on areas that may be of interest to you. Please head to their 
website for further details – www.giggleswick.org.uk/admissions/open-days  

Similarly, Sedbergh are also preparing with their virtual open days on Tuesday 2nd of March and 
Saturday 6th of March. Book your place by heading to their website – 
www.sedberghschool.org/prep/virtual-open-day-mar21 . They are also hoping to be able to offer 
taster days in the very near future. 

Ampleforth have also asked me to remind you of their next virtual open morning on Saturday 6th of 
March – www.ampleforthcollege.org.uk/college/open-days  

A reminder that I am always happy to talk you through any thoughts you have on senior schools – 
please make an appointment with Mrs Colbear should you require it. 

Our next open event will be at the end of April and we are very much hoping this will be a face-to-
face! In the meantime, should you know of a family who may like to hear from us, please tell us and we 
can send out our relevant welcome pack to them. 

Newsletter Number 7 
Spring Term, 26th February 2021 

https://youtu.be/m1c5YWH0MG8
https://youtu.be/m1c5YWH0MG8
mailto:sdenyer@qegs.cumbria.sch.uk
http://www.giggleswick.org.uk/admissions/open-days
http://www.sedberghschool.org/prep/virtual-open-day-mar21
http://www.ampleforthcollege.org.uk/college/open-days


I know many of the children have enjoyed baking during lockdown, thanks to Mrs Wilson’s online 
video sessions, as well as organising ‘bake offs’ amongst themselves. Those interested (Age 9 
upwards) will be delighted to know they can now apply for the ‘Junior Bake Off’ Challenge which I 
mentioned in assembly this morning. Interested bakers can apply online at - 
WWW.APPLYFORJUNIORBAKEOFF.CO.UK  

Also in assembly, I spoke of the wonderful window display that Mrs Tarrant, her Year 2 key worker 
children and Jack and Josh from year 3 helped her assemble just before half term. It is now 
resplendent in The George Hotel window in the centre of Penrith and looks wonderful. The theme 
was music, so please pop along and have a look if you are passing – it forms part of a community 
project that we have done with other schools in the Penrith area. 

The 100 club winners were also announced this morning after been drawn by Mr White and Miss 
Graham. Congratulations to our winners – first prize Amélie, second prize Mr Goulding and third 
prize Mr Harling. 

Mrs Lowther has now joined with Mrs Tarrant in producing short and very accessible online drawing 
videos, the first of which we have posted for the children to have a go at in EDIC (everyone drawing in 
class) which is wonderful – budding artists are springing up all over the place – just like the season! 
Pre- school, for example, has been decorating a rocket to celebrate the Mars landing this week – 
there was great excitement and they presented it to me so I could fly it! 

And finally, to add to the excitement, the American author Steven Lovett who featured Hunter Hall in 
his first book ‘A Place with Dragons’ is making another guest appearance at school – albeit virtually 
this time, and has some wonderful news for us too! Please read Mrs Fletchers piece to find out what. 
An honour indeed.  Enjoy your weekend, fingers crossed the sunshine continues, good luck to all 
those cycling for the house competition. 

Mrs D Vinsome 
 

 

 

Author Visit Online! 
 
Exciting news! To round off our online learning phase, we have 
managed to secure an online visit from author Steven Lovett on 
Friday 5th March at 1.45. All children in year 4, 5 and 6 will be 
attending this Teams session rather than their usual Friday afternoon 
lessons. 
 
You may remember that Steven Lovett wrote the fantasy novel, 'A 
Place with Dragons', in which Hunter Hall features as the school that 
the main character- Nicolas- attended before being whisked away to 
a world of mythical creatures. Excitingly, he has just published his 
next novel, 'A Murder of Crows', which is dedicated to all of us at Hunter Hall! Some of our 
children (Willa, Carson, Minnie and Raphael) are even mentioned in this new novel as school 
friends of Nicolas. Mr Lovett bestowed this honour upon them after they sent him drawings 
of their interpretations of Telluric Grand- the hidden land in which Nicolas has his 
adventures.  
 
Next Friday, the children will enjoy a question and answer session with the author, where 
they will have a chance to ask him about his novels, the writing process and even to glean 
tips to help their own creative writing. If anyone else in the family is interested and would 
like to sit in on the call, you're more than welcome! 

Mrs Fletcher 
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