
 

  

 
 
 

 

 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Hello everyone, I hope you are keeping well and once 
again what an amazing job you are all doing – children 
and parents alike, with our online learning provision. 
Having just completed an afternoon with Year 3 
teaching geography, I could not be prouder of them, 
as they were desperate to complete their work and 
engage in the lesson. The work that all the children 
are handing to us is super – as we would expect of 
them in school, and our 1 to 1 tutorials and online 
reading programme for those children who would 
benefit is also paying dividends.  
 
Speaking of online reading – in school we have ERIC 
‘Everyone Reading In Class’, but of course many are 
now at home so Mrs Lowther thought of RAH 

‘Reading At Home’      . 
 
We like to post any photos you send to us of the 
children working at home and of course I share many 
of them that are passed to me by staff in assembly 
with the children.  However, if you would rather not 
have these shared specifically on our social 
media, please send an e mail to Mrs Colbear. Please 
note any pictures shared in assembly will 
automatically go to our Hunter Hall You Tube 
Channel. 
 
The next section is for those of you with children in Upper School (years 3 – 6).  
I mentioned last week a request to monitor your children’s personal ‘chats’ on TEAMS. This is something 
we cannot do in school and whilst like all ‘new’ things it will settle, some children need a little more 
guidance as to what to put on there and when to use it. I have spoken to the children in ‘assembly’ this 
morning and staff will reinforce next week, about only using their ‘personal chat channel’ with one other 
child at a time and NOT to organise ‘group chats’.  They must also make sure they DON’T use the chat 
function in lesson time. We cannot disable this function as it is used for 1 to 1 tutorials, posting marked 
work etc.   
 
We do understand however, that the children are missing that social group interaction they would normally 
get at school during playtime and lunchtime etc with all their friends. Therefore, Mrs Colbear has set up a’ 
playground chat channel’ in the Upper School team - which all can use at breaktimes. But as we (staff) can 
also be part of this channel, we can easily monitor and manage it.    
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If you therefore can manage and monitor your children’s own personal chat channel (perhaps just make it a 
routine job at the end of each day to have a quick look), then such a pincer movement coming from both 
directions – school and home (!), should iron out most difficulties. Bear in mind we are asking a LOT of the 
children and like I have said, we are incredibly impressed at how quickly they have adapted to using TEAMS 
– which before this pandemic was essentially an adult tool for use in board meetings etc - but we just need 
them to understand the implications of using this tool on TEAMS too.  
 
At school we have taken delivery of a huge box of lateral flow tests (LFTs for those in the know!) this week, 
for the staff who are working in school to test themselves twice weekly, and this is a huge step forward. 
The idea behind the tests is to catch people who have the virus, but are asymptomatic (i.e. have no 
symptoms) and unbeknown to them, may be spreading it. As you know, extremely careful diligence has 
meant we have not had a case in school to our knowledge, but this may of course prove differently with the 
introduction of LFTs, and we will have to act accordingly. We do have a back-up plans should staff be very 
poorly and need to isolate, but it would affect our key worker children if we are isolating at home. 
Hopefully it will not come to that, but a head’s up just in-case. Key worker families would be notified as 
soon as we are able should our LFTs signal a positive result.  
 
Our finance governor committee met virtually this week – it’s amazing how quickly online virtual meetings 
also become the norm (!) and I also attended an online virtual social meeting with Ampleforth College 
yesterday evening where the Headmaster- Robin Dyer- spoke to a number of Heads about educational 
matters. It was a most convivial meeting and good to hear that despite huge obstacles facing schools, the 
independent sector is shining brightly in terms of planning effectively and provision for children. Note, a 
number of senior schools continue to advertise open events virtually, so please keep an eye on their 
websites if you are starting to think of senior school places.  
 
Congratulations to Ellie, Anna C and Lola who were all awarded their music ABRSM certificates virtually this 
morning in assembly, and also to Matilda H who was awarded her green badge from Blue Peter for her 
presentation on ocean pollution.  
 
I will finish with something that Matilda wrote for me this week in RE, taking inspiration from Martin Luther 
King’s speech ‘I have a Dream’:  

  
 

Something for us all to think about        
 
Have a good weekend everyone, maybe have a go at Mrs Wilson’s on-line video on biscuit making.  Monday 
is the final week of block one of learning – a mini milestone of success for all.  

Mrs D Vinsome  
  


