
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
This week, we have experienced two cross country competitions, and the weather has done its worse 
to thwart us, but Hunter Hall children know better than that and have quite literally given their all. 
The week began with our House Cross Country, which took place on Monday. On Wednesday, 
several representatives from Hunter Hall competed  in the Caterrall Shield event at Giggleswick. In 
both events, the both the boys and girls teams managed to come second overall against a huge 
number of school teams where we were by far the smallest! A superb accolade indeed, well done to 
all our runners and perhaps a special mention to the Hetheringtons, who romped home in first and 
third place in each of their races, as well as being first girl and boy home in the U11 House Cross 
Country race. Mention should also be made to Minnie and Ollie who were first home for the U9s too. 
 
This year, for the first time,  we are hosting the Cumbrian Cross Country championship s and need all 
hands on deck to help with marshalling and serving refreshments. Please read Mr Hetherington’s 
missive and pop into the office if you can help us. 
 
You may recall I mentioned a food survey in my Christmas letter. This is now live for you to complete 
and you will have a separate e mail with the link sent to you by Mrs Colbear. We would be most 
grateful if as many of you as possible can complete this short questionnaire, so we have meaningful 
data with which to analyse. Fiona 2 is settling nicely into the kitchen and getting to know the children 
while Fiona 1 (!) continues to recuperate at home. 
 
As we are in January, can I remind you that all children should have coats as well as blazers in school 
please. School hats and gloves are also needed in this inclement weather.  A reminder also of the 
procedure should we have snow. A decision will be made as soon as possible if school is open and a 
text message will be sent to you via the office. We will also put out an alert on Radio Cumbria as is the 
norm with other schools. Luckily, to my knowledge, no snow is forecast as yet! 
 
LAMDA exams take place on Monday, so please can you make sure your children do a little practice 
over the weekend. On that note, it was nice to be able to recognize some children in in Celebration 
Assembly this morning for their diligence to practice for their forthcoming music exams too.  
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We have just held the first of our governor committees for the term – Mrs Millburn, our safeguarding 
governor and I met this morning to look at latest legislation etc. 
 
And finally, two pleas- although they are not remotely connected. We continue to try and be as 
ecofriendly in school as possible and now have the facility to collect used ink cartridges. What’s more, 
the more we collect, the more money we can raise for school funds. So if you or your business have 
spent ink cartridges, please can you pop them into the office where we can collect them for recycling 
and also make a little money in the process. You should find a letter regarding this in your child’s 
packets today. 
 
Second plea………Miss Borthwick (as many of you will be aware), is getting married this year, but is 
struggling to find someone to do her wedding invitations. If you have a particular skill in this area – or 
know someone who does, please can I ask you to call into the office. Miss Borthwick will be most 
grateful! 
 
Thank you. Enjoy your weekend, 
 

Mrs D Vinsome 
 

 
 
Pre School News 
After the excitement of Advent and Christmas, it has been lovely getting back to 
‘normal’ this week.  We have been busy exploring winter and the children have 
shown a keen interest in hibernation, which we will continue to explore further next 
week.  
They have been practising their scissor skills whilst making snowflakes for our 
winter display.  
 
We have welcomed some new children into pre-school, and I have been very proud 
to see how kind and friendly our current children are; I am sure they will settle very 
quickly and cannot wait to get to know them further.  
 
Miss H Gallagher 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
  



SPORTING NEWS 
 
U11 & U9 House X Country, Monday 13th 
January 2020 
What a start to the week!  Monday brought with 
it a forecast of strong winds and heavy rain! The 
cherry on the top being our annual house cross 
country in typically Cumbria conditions. A few 
may have made their way down the drive that 
morning a little apprehensive! It was great to 
see and hear so many chatting about it over a 
snack at playtime or their lunch in the hall. 
Several even electing to turn down ‘seconds’, in 
the hope of an improved performance.  
 
Thankfully, the worst of the weather held off 
and while conditions were breezy the U9’s 
stayed largely dry. The school field was a sea of 
blue, red, green and yellow. House captains 
warmed their teams up superbly and readying 
the troops for battle!  
 
In the U9 race, Year 2 needed little motivation 
and were chomping at the bit to play their part. 
It showed in their performance. Seven of the 
first ten home coming from this very sporty 
bunch. Minnie lead from start to finish and was 
followed by a spirited group of Year 2s. Ollie, 
Maggie, Forrest and Orla were all separated by 
just 4 seconds. Maggie completed the course with just one shoe! A hero’s welcome was saved for the 
final Squirrel home, Raphael, receiving the rewards his stunning effort deserved. 
  
The U11s were next off, and by this stage, the heavens were beginning to open. Lucy He lead for 
much of the way, before Matthew pushed the pace and seized the lead. Luca kept the heat on 
throughout ensuring a scintillating sprint to the finish. With Piers and Anna both coming home in the 
top 10, Squirrels were looking good. Matilda produced a really strong run for Foxes, while Casey was 
the lone Badger in the top 10. 
 
In the team events, the first five runners home scored. The U9 race saw Hares sweep the board, 
finishing with a sensational team score of 21. Squirrels claimed glory in the U11 race finishing with an 
impressive 28.   Lost shoes; slips into the stream; stumbles into muddy puddles and gusts that 
stopped you in your tracks, the House Cross Country delivered and as always. All our pupils stepped 
up and were more than equal to the challenge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

House Name Position Time 
S Matthew  1st 5.34 
S Lucy He 2nd 5.36 
H Luca  3rd 5.38 
S Piers 4th 5.43 
H Fergal 5th 5.57 
B Casey 5th 5.57 
H Stefan C 7th 6.16 
F Matilda 8th 6.29 
S Anna 9th 6.41 
H Louis 10th 6.54 

House Name Position Time 
H Minnie 1st 6.27 
B Ollie 2nd 6.57 
H Maggie 3rd 6.58 
H Forrest 4th 6.59 
B Orla 5th 7.01 

H Anna F 6th 7.10 
H Hubi 7th 7.20 
H Willa 8th 7.23 
H Jack 9th 7.34 



The Catterall Shield, U11 Cross Country, 
Wednesday 15th January 2020 
Our trip to Giggleswick on Wednesday for their 
annual cross country event provided our young 
fliers with the first race of the cross country 
season. With blue skies were overhead our two 
teams were eager to take on the 2k course.  
 
With 97 runners vying for position on the start, 
the boys were keen to be off. Our boys managed 
the hustle and bustle of the start with 
consummate ease and were soon into their 
stride. Piers and Matthew were pushing the 
early pace and by the time they left the school 
field to head onto the rough ground, they were 
both well placed behind the lead runner. The 
heavy conditions under foot made the going 
very soft, and it was not long before the first 
shoe (and sock) was sucked clean off from 
Casey’s foot. He never faltered and embraced 
this Zola Bud experience. Fergal produced 
another step up in performance, coming home in 
an impressive 17th; Luca 5 seconds behind him in 
22nd and Casey battled hard to finish in 27th (by 
this stage his bare foot was exfoliated and 
detoxified, an experience that on another day 
could have set him back a pretty penny). Up at 
the front, Matthew produced his best run of the 

year to claim 3rd, while Piers showed phenomenal strength to chase down two Sedbergh speedsters 
and come home in a sensational 6th. The team went one better than their 3rd place at Stonyhurst, 
coming home 2nd out of the 15 schools entered. Another truly amazing performance from every 
single one of them. 
 
Esme, Matilda, Minnie, Anna and Lucy He were next on the 94 runner strong start line. Their faces 
exposd mixed emotions: excitement, nerves and a little pressure. They need not have worried. This 
time Minnie and Lucy He were sitting behind the early chargers. But as several of the lead pack fell 
away, Lucy and a Sedbergh athlete were left pushing each other on. Minnie paced her race superbly 
and hurtled down the final slope to show that this Year 4 was more than capable of mixing it with the 
very best year 6s in the area. Minnie came home in 10th, Matilda 16th, Anna 21st and Esme 38th. All our 
girls came home in the business end of proceedings. Anna’s efforts were particularly impressive as 
she pushed herself and overcome an unpleasant cough and cold to achieve her fine finishing position. 
In the latter stages of the course, Lucy He broke clear of 2nd. As she took on the final hill and ran well 
off the top, she established a 30m lead that saw her cross the line in a well-deserved 1st place. The 
girls’ team matched the boys’ performance to finish 2nd- a phenomenal achievement. Their best of the 
year and recent memory. 
 
With lost shoes retrieved and thick mud caked on legs, we headed to the warmth of the canteen for a 
hearty tea. As the 15 schools gathered around, the presentations were made. It was great to see such 
pride in the children when Hunter Hall award 2nd in both team events. A fabulous achievement and 
fitting end to a great afternoon’s running!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Cumbria Athletics Cross Country Championships, 12th February 2020 
This year, the Cumbria Athletics County Championships are being hosted at Hunter Hall. It is a great 
privilege to be hosting the event and a great opportunity to showcase our school. The event has boys’ 
and girls’ races across 3 age categories (Y4, Y5, Y6). We have 26 Hunter Hall runners taking part and 
are likely to be welcoming around 300 runners from across the county. The top 8 finishers, in year 5 & 
year 6 races, gain county honours and a chance to represent Cumbria at the National Championships 
at Prestwold Hall (21st March 2020). 
 
As a school we are looking for help marshalling the course and assisting to park cars – there will be 
further information to follow in due course regarding help with refreshments. If you are able to help 
on the day, then please sign up in the office.  Mr. Hetherington will be on the gate, the morning of 
Monday the 10th February to provide details and answer any questions for those people who have 
kindly signed up. 
 
Thanks in anticipation- it promises to be an exciting day. 

 

 
Week Ahead – Week 3 

 
Monday 20 January 2020 
 09:00 - 15:40 LAMDA Exam  
 15:10 - 16:10 After School: Netball (Lower School)  
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Choir (Upper School)  
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Band (Upper School)  
   
Tuesday 21 January 2020 
 All Day Math's Day at Ampleforth College, York  (Arrive at school for 08.00 and an 

08.15 departure / return at 17.30) 
 15:10 - 16:10 After School: Running Club (Lower School)  
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Chess (Upper School)  
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Cookery Club (Upper School)  
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Dance (Reception to Year 3)  
 16:30 - 17:30 After School: Exam Prep (Year 5)  
   
Wednesday 22 January 2020 
 13:30 - 15:00 U11 Netball & Football Coaching & Game v Clifton & Beaconside at home   
   
Thursday 23 January 2020 
 13:00 - 16:00 Rawthey Run, U11 Cross Country  at Sedbergh (Depart 11.45 / return 

17.00) 
 13:30 - 16:30 Outdoor Education: Year 6 (Climbing at Eden Rock)  
 15:10 - 16:10 After School: Football (Ages 4-8 Years)  
 15:10 - 16:10 After School: Drama (Upper School)  
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Languages (Upper School)  
 16:30 - 17:30 After School: Football (8-12 Years)  
 16:30 - 18:00 Oversight & Training Sub Committee  
   
Friday 24 January 2020 
 12:00 - 15:20 Chess Tournament at Long Marton school   
 15:10 - 16:10 After School: Running Club (Upper School)  
 

 
 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raisemore/recruit-supporters 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raisemore/recruit-supporters
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk

