
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
This week has certainly had a literary feel to it as Book Week got underway. With Mrs Fletcher 
leading the way, the children (and staff!) have been up to allsorts as we have delved into the magical 
world of books and I hope reignited (if needed) a love of books and reading. 
 
We have enjoyed having a number of literary guests too including a most unexpected visit from 
author Steven L Lovett who called into school to give us a copy of his novel for children: ‘A Place with 
Dragons’. What a lovely gesture I thought, but was bowled over when he told me the reason he was 
giving us a signed copy of his book. It was because our school features in it. Nicolas, the main 
character, goes to Hunter Hall School! Well worth a read I think, not least of which is because we are 
famous! His novel also mentions a number of other features in and around the Penrith area. Although 
he literally was just dropping in to give us a copy before leaving for home in Kansas, Texas (!) he did 
have time to speak to Year 3 and 4 which was a great photo opportunity too. 
 
There are so many other things that have taken place in book week which you can read about further 
in this newsletter as Mrs Fletcher puts her pen to paper.  Mrs Fletcher also ran an evening workshop 
for parents on effective strategies for reading with your child, once they are confident readers. Many 
thanks to those who attended and it is likely this will run again such is the importance of this subject. 
 
Whilst English has been at the forefront of the curriculum this week, the under 11 girls have still 
managed to fit in a coaching afternoon at Sedbergh, the choir have enjoyed a music workshop at 
Austin Friars and the children have also completed water polo sessions at the pool! 
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Next week, normal service resumes with our Harvest Festival service bringing to an end this half of 
the Autumn term. You should find a letter in your child’s bag regarding offerings that can be brought 
into school from MONDAY for the harvest sale on Friday. Year 6 will be keen and eager to make as 
much as they can for our chosen charity, Farming Community Network – a voluntary organisation 
that helps farmers and their families in times of need, as well as adding to our school funds for those 
little extras that the children enjoy. 
 
Our parents group are also planning breakfast for all on the Friday morning - please join us with the 
family, or else if you haven’t got time and are rushing for work, grab a bacon sandwich on the go! 
 
Enjoy the weekend and congratulations to Orla’s family on the birth of their baby girl this week. 
 

Mrs D Vinsome 

 
 
 

 
Calendar Change: Please note that the Upper School Theatre by the 
Lake trip will be taking place on Wednesday 11th December, NOT 
Tuesday 10th December.  With this in mind, the Outdoor Education 
programme for Years 3 & 4 will now switch to alternate weeks after 
half term (an updated programme will be issued separately). 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Pre School News 
We have loved celebrating Book Week with the rest of the school; the children have taken 
part in lots of exciting book related activities. Our main focus has centred around the story 
‘Jim and the Bean stalk,’ including making our very own beanstalk that reached so high it 
was taller than the door!  There was great excitement on Wednesday, when we returned 
from lunch to find a very messy pre-school!  Apparently Jack had been back up the 
beanstalk and taken some more of the giant’s belongings and he was having a lot of trouble 
finding them.  We found the belongings using a list he had given us, and returned them to his 
beanstalk.  We were very impressed with the efforts everyone went to for dress up day; we 
had pirates, Cinderella, Mary Poppins and even a rabbit in pre-school that day.  I’m sure we 
all agree that a great week has been had by all.  

Miss H Gallagher 

 

 

 

HUNTER HALL PARENTS’ GROUP 
 
BIG Breakfast 
Friday 18th October, 7.45-8.30am 
Next Friday we are holding a ‘BIG Breakfast’ where we 
will be serving egg/bacon butties, fruit kebabs, apple and 
cinnamon muffins, tea, coffee and juice.  Open to 
everyone – why not have a bite to eat at school before 
heading off for whatever you have planned for the rest 
of Friday?  Cash sales only.   
 
We would also be very grateful if any parents are also able to volunteer to help with the 
setting up and service. If you are able to help please contact hunterhallparents@gmail.com  

 
 

Fireworks Spectacular! Friday 8th November 6pm: This 
aims to be an amazing display once again!  We would 
love to see as many of you as possible attending and 
have set up the online ticket service to enable quick and 
easy purchasing. As ever, we will need to have a good 
idea of numbers by the time we return from the half 
term break.   
 
Tickets can be booked at www.trybooking.co.uk/MYX.  

We are also looking for donations of firewood – if anyone does have any suitable donations, 
these can be dropped off on the school field after half term. 
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Book Week 2019 
Book week got off to a flying start last 
Friday, with a visit from local author, Helen 
Hareldsen. Upper School sat enraptured, 
while she told them all about the 
adventures of the pony, ‘Little Pearl’, on the 
Cumbrian Fells. The children particularly 
enjoyed understanding what goes into 
publishing a book, and they got the chance 
to do some editing of their own. Helen was 
so impressed with the edits of some of the 
children that she decided to include them 
in her next edition! Letters went out in 
school bags with an opportunity to buy 
signed copies of Helen’s books. Anyone who is interested needs to return the slips with payment to 
the school office. 
 
We needed to make sure we started Monday morning in a dynamic ‘Book Week’ style, so we worked 
in class teams to produce book jackets to decorate each of our classroom doors. From’ The Creakers’ 
to ‘The Magic Finger’, the children displayed imaginative ideas, creative flair and impressive attention 
to detail. Year 3 and 4’s door, ‘The Places You’ll Go’ was declared as the winner by our governor, 
Charlotte Young. 
 
Tuesday began a bit unusually, with the normal Hunter Hall teachers strangely absent, replaced with 
‘The World’s Worst Teachers’. The children laughed uproariously as the extravagant acting of ‘Miss 
Palaver’, the trembling screams of ‘Mr Phobe’ and the whizzing scooter of ‘Miss Spick’ entertained 
children from Reception to Year 6: a ridiculously silly but fun way to start the day. 
 
Book Week then took a less frivolous turn, when the Upper School learnt how to read skilfully with 
younger children, learning how to question and discuss books effectively to bring on the reading skills 
of younger ‘reading buddies’. They then got to practise these skills with children from Lower School 
that afternoon. All the children thoroughly enjoyed it and got a lot from the experience. We hope to 
make ‘reading buddies’ a regular part of our school routine in the future. 
 
Dress-up day did not disappoint, with all children and staff going to a monumental effort as they 
embodied all sorts of characters from our favourite stories of adventure and magic. Matilda Harling 
won the Upper School costume award for her impressive effort as Susan from ‘Swallows and 
Amazons’, bringing not just her period costume, but a boat, bedecked in a pirate flag and a bag full of 
fitting accessories! The Lower School prize went to Tate Bullimore for her imaginative take on ‘The 
Creakers’. We had a fun day of ‘Where’s Wally’ hunts, code-cracking and quizzes, and the winners of 
the hotly contested book week competitions were announced. Raffery Antrobus won the ‘Extreme 
Reading’ challenge, having read a book underwater... with his school uniform on! The ‘Potato People’ 
award went to Matthew Hetherington for his spudtastic ‘Squirrel Nutkin’. We enjoyed our very own 
‘Hogwarts Feast’ for lunch, complete with Butterbeer to wash it all down. 
 
Quite apart from the individual events and activities, the whole week was full of book-themed 
surprises, from the daily book mystery foxing children and parents alike at the gate at drop-off time, 
to fictional characters coming to life and wreaking havoc each morning in the Lower School 
classrooms. Parents also kept popping up in lessons and assemblies to read some of their favourite 
stories, which the children loved.  
 
Book Week was complemented by our Scholastic book fair. Special thanks must go to Lola Yaseen, 
Eleanor Tebbutt and Lucy Harnwell for their hard work, dedication and reliability running the stall. 
Thank you all for supporting the fair- we are due to receive a healthy contribution of books from 
Scholastic as a ‘thank you’ for running it, which will help to replenish school library stocks, and will 
help to continue to nurture Hunter Hall pupils’ undoubted love of reading. 

 



SPORTING NEWS: 
Mr Hetherington and Mrs Fletcher 
 
Swimming: Pupils in Year 5 & 6 enjoyed the first of two 
water polo sessions. The sessions focused on how to 
swim with the ball and on developing their ability to 
catch and throw one handed. The small sided games 
were hard though, as is always the way with water 
polo!  
 
Following half term, the children will need their 
pyjamas for their first swimming session back. The 
water safety session is aimed at educating them on 
how to keep safe around water and also what to do 
should they find themselves in it!  
 
Lowther 4k Family Fun Run: Sunday 13th October, register from 9am for a 10.30 start. A gentle 
reminder for all those keen runners that this annual event is once again upon us. School vests can be 
collected on the Friday before. Entry is on the day. 
 
Monday 14th October- the games lesson will be spent at Penrith Leisure Centre, where Squirrels, 
Badgers, Hares and Foxes will commence battle on the hockey field.  
 
U11 Rugby: Hunter Hall A v Austin Friars A 
A truly ferocious encounter took place on Monday afternoon between two well matched teams. The 
game displayed just how far the Hunter Hall team has come; last year’s match saw us 
comprehensively out-rucked and tackled. This encounter was very different; the tackling was 
courageous and the rucking relentless. At half time, the boys were a couple of tries to the good and 
worthy of their lead. It was a lead they held on to, but boy did they have to work hard for it. Louis and 
Samuel were penetrative in attack, while Fergal and Sam relished the chance to take down the 
speedy and sizeable opposition. At times, it was a little like David and Goliath, but as in the bible 
story, the larger foe can be brought down. The whole team were incredible; everyone did their bit and 
then some. Wow… 
 

U11 Hockey: Hunter Hall V Austin Friars 
On Monday afternoon, the U11 girls’ hockey team travelled to Austin Friars. We played the game in 
three ‘thirds’. We started strongly with strong tackling, effective passing and really powerful 
interception. We managed to score 3 goals in the first third, all delivered superbly by Lucy He. Lexi 
deserves a mention for some very effective interception, sweeping the ball away to the other end of 
the pitch. 
 
The second third started with a bang, with a goal from us in the first minute. Austin Friars then 
managed to regain some control, taking the score to 4-1. Anna C took great possession of the ball, 
dribbling up the pitch, helping to set up Matilda for our fifth goal.  
 
In the final third, Zahren needs particular mention for her incredible ability to be in the right place at 
the right time, receiving the ball with confidence. As well as helping to set up our main goal scorers 
for several points, Zahren managed to score 2 goals in this final third herself; the smiles these ignited 
were priceless. Although Austin Friars managed to score once more, Lucy Ha and Lexi managed to 
fight off all other attacks from the opposition with consummate skill. Finding space, great passing and 
stalwart defence led to a final score of 8-2 to us.  

By Evie, Eleanor, and Lola  
 
 
 
 
 



Hockey: Sedbergh Coaching and Matches  
On Wednesday, all the upper school girls had the opportunity to attend Sedbergh School for an 
afternoon of coaching and min-matches led by the school’s hockey specialists. The afternoon was set 
up into 6 different activities, which the girls completed on a carousel. Drills included everything from 
passing to intercepting to scoring, and the girls enjoyed honing their skills alongside Sedbergh’s U11s 
and U9s. The mini-matches were an ideal opportunity to put their newly honed skills into practice, 
with Sedbergh’s lead hockey coach stopping the match regularly to give them copious tips and 
strategies to drive each individual’s hockey game-play forward.  
 
U9 Tag Rugby- Hunter Hall v Austin Friars 
On Friday 4th October, the U9s who were not running at the cross country played a tag rugby match 
against Austin Friars at home. Due to an imbalance in numbers from each school, we mixed up the 
teams, so that Hunter Hall pupils had the opportunity to learn from playing alongside children they 
didn’t know. The yellow team managed to score the first 2 tries with some incredible passing back 
and tactical weaving from all players. Minnie deserves special mention for her bombproof passing. As 
the game continued, Raphael shone as his passing grew in confidence. Everyone’s game play 
improved as they got into the swing of the match, with players becoming increasingly aware of 
finding space, picking lines to the try line and passing back with increasing accuracy. The red team 
also reached the tryline effectively, equalising the score. Logan played with gusto throughout, being 
so committed to the game that he sustained an injury. This was not going to stop him though, and he 
went on to win ‘player of the match’ for his team, while the other team voted for Minnie. A very 
successful afternoon of rugby for our U9s. 

By Antonia and Mrs Fletcher 
 

 

 
STILL PLACES AVAILABLE 
 

Junior Lacrosse Coaching day in Penrith from Border City Lacrosse Club  
Sat 19th October Penrith @ hunter Hall School, Penrith, 10-00am till 12-00pm. 
 
Age Group: Y5 to Y9, boys and girls. 
 
Cost: £3-00 per player. (The money will be used to buy equipment for junior club 
development) 
Booking: Contact Mike Orme at michaelorme@hotmail.com 
 
The Coach: Mike Orme is an ex international player and level 2 coach 
Endorsed by English Lacrosse to develop lacrosse in Cumbria and Lancashire. First aid 
certificate, Public liability insurance.  DBS Checked. Safeguarding Level 1. 
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Week Ahead – Week 7 
 

Monday 14 October 2019 
 12:30 - 14:30 LAMDA (Session 6b)  
 15:10 - 16:10 After School: Tag Rugby (Lower School)  
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Choir (Upper School)  
 15:30 - 17:30 Parent Meetings (Year 5 & 6)  
 16:30 - 17:30 After School: Band (Upper School)  
   
Tuesday 15 October 2019 
 12:30 - 16:30 Outdoor Education (Years 3 & 4, Off Site Team Building) 
 15:10 - 16:10 After School: Running Club (Lower School)  
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Cookery Club, Group 2 (Upper School)  
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Chess (Upper School)  
 16:30 - 17:30 After School: Exam Prep (Year 5)  
   
Wednesday 16 October 2019 
 09:15 - 11:15 Swimming (Years 3,4,5&6, Penrith Leisure Centre) 
 Years 3&4: Leave at 09.00 / Session 09.15 - 09.45.  Year 6: Leave at 09.30 / 

Session 09.45 - 10.30.  Year 5: Leave at 10.15 / Session 10.30 - 11.15 
 12:45 Nasal Flu Vaccinations (Reception to Year 6)  
 13:30 - 15:30 U11 Tag Rugby Festival at Home  
   
Thursday 17 October 2019 
 12:30 - 16:30 Outdoor Education (Year 6, Off Site Team Building) 
 15:10 - 16:10 After School: Football (Ages 4-8 Years)  
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Languages (Upper School)  
 15:20 - 16:20 After School: Drama (Upper School)  
 16:30 - 17:30 After School: Football (8-12 Years)  
   
Friday 18 October 2019 
 07:45 – 08.30 Hunter Hall Parents Group:  Big Breakfast   
 08:30 - 12:30 LAMDA (Session 7a)  
 10:45 - 11:15 Swimming: (Year 2, Penrith Leisure Centre) (Leave 10.30) 
 14:15 - 15:00 Harvest Festival  (School Hall) 
 15:10 - 16:10 After School: Tennis (Lower School)  
 15:10 - 17:30 After School: Running Club (Upper School, Melmerby Fell) 
 16:30 - 17:30 After School: Tennis (Upper School)  
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/raisemore/recruit-supporters 
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