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HUNTER HALL 
CURRICULUM POLICY 

 
This policy is written in accordance with DfE guidelines and the regulatory requirements of ISI Part 

1 (the quality of education provided) and Part 2 (SMSC development of Pupils). 
 

AIM 
 

To offer a curriculum that is sufficiently broad and well balanced to prepare children for senior 
education, whether in the independent or maintained sector, and to foster enthusiasm for and 
enjoyment in learning. 
 

▪ Full-time supervised education for pupils of compulsory school age, which gives pupils 
experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, human and social, physical, 
and aesthetic and creative education; 

▪ Individualised learning where independent thinking is encouraged; 
▪ Subject matter appropriate for the ages and aptitudes of pupils, including those pupils 

with particular needs; 
▪ The opportunity for pupils to acquire skills in speaking and listening, literacy and 

numeracy; 
▪ Guidance and direction for each pupil towards reaching their full potential and finding the 

field in which they can excel, be that academic, cultural or of a sporting nature; 
▪ Technology combined with traditional text book methods supports open learning, 

matching learning styles to individual needs; 
▪ Personal, social, health and economic education which reflects the school’s aims and 

ethos; 
▪ The opportunity for all pupils to learn and make progress; 
▪ Effective preparation of pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of 

life in British society. 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 

a) Children in Nursery and Reception class follow the EYFS curriculum, in which learning is 
carefully planned and structured, with an emphasis on activities that are fun, relevant and 
motivating for each child.  Children’s learning is supported through planned play and 
through extending and developing spontaneous play. 

 
b) The curriculum in KS1 is broadly based on the National Curriculum and extended through 

specialist teaching in KS2; pupils are expected to achieve, at least, the required national 
outcomes in the core subjects. 

 
c) The curriculum responds to particular individual needs and potential through a variety of 

activities and teaching styles. 
 
d) The pupil’s learning is regularly assessed, recorded and used to inform future teaching and 

learning. 
 
e) Learning experiences are enriched by taking advantage of external opportunities, both 

cultural and environmental, for example, participation in the Carlisle Festival of Music and 
Drama and our use of the outdoor environment in Outdoor Education. 

 
f) Innovative tools such as Thinking Maps form part of the skill set available to our children to 

help them to develop their learning throughout the curriculum. 



Curriculum Provision and Time Allocation  
 
The school provides subject matter appropriate for the ages and aptitudes of pupils.  
 
Key Stage 2:  
The table below lists the subjects taught to the children and how much time is allocated to each subject 
per week.  
 
A single academic lesson is 45 minutes in total. A school day consists of one 30 minute lesson and six 45 
minute lessons.  This gives a total teaching time of 27 hours and 50 minutes hours per week in Key Stage 2 
including two morning assemblies and one singing practice as well as registration time each day. Art and 
Outdoor Education operate over a two week timetable and have therefore been divided by 2. 
 
Subjects and Time Allocation 
shown in hours and minutes  

 
Year 6 

 
Year 5 

 
Year 4 

 
Year 3 

English 5.15 5.15 4.30 5.15 

Mathematics 5.15 4:30 4:30 5.15 

Science 2.15 2.15 2.15 1.30 

French 0.45 0.45 0.45 0.45 

Geography 0.45 0.45 0.45 0.45 

History 0.45 0.45 1.30 1.30 

ICT 0.45 0.30 0.45 0.45 

Art/ D&T 0.52 0.52 0.52 0.52 

Music 0.30 0.45 0.45 0.45 

R.E. 0.45 0.45 0.45 0.45 

P.E. 1.45 1.30 1.30 1.30 

Games 1.45 1.45 1.45 1.45 

PSHE 0.30 0.30 0.30 0.30 

Verbal/ Non-verbal 
Reasoning/ 11+ 
Mathematics 

 0.45 0.45 0.45 

Outdoor Education 1.30 1.30 1.30 1.30 

 
 
Key Stage 1  
Within Key Stage 1 each class teacher provides a timetable with allocated literacy and numeracy lessons, 
topic based lessons (which can include science, DT, art, humanities) and specialist lessons. However, it is 
recognised that some flexibility is required to allow for teachers to follow the unplanned curriculum their 
children often present and want to follow.  In Key Stage 1 total teaching time per week, including 
assemblies and registration time, is 25.50 hours. 
 
 
The tables below list time allocated to each subject per week. 
 

Year Literacy Numerac
y 

Topic/IC
T 

Music PSHE P.E./ 
outdoor 
Ed 

French Science RE 

1 5.30 4.0 2.15 1.30 0.30 1.30 0.45 1.30 0.45 

2 6:00 4.30 4:30 1.30 0.30 2:15 0.45 1.30 0.45 

 
 
 
 
  



Foundation Stage 
The Foundation Stage timetable is planned around a balance of child initiated and adult led activities. The 
provision and activities are planned in response to ongoing assessment for learning to identify a child’s 
next steps in their development. Each day the children will also have a literacy and maths input as part of a 
short carpet session. These sessions will increase in time over the year in preparation for KS1. There will 
also be a daily phonics session. In addition children have a 30 min French lesson, assembly time and a 45 
min PE lesson and 45 min forest school session each week. Enhanced continuous provision is also provided 
in response to children’s interests. 
The Foundation Stage profile is completed for every child at the end of the Reception year. These 
assessments are taken into consideration by Year 1 teachers, who continue to help the children along on 
their learning journey from the pupil progress records and early learning goals to the National Curriculum 
at Key Stage 1.  
 
 
EYFS Curriculum 
In Nursery and Reception the Revised National Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework is followed. 
 
 
Overarching principles  
Four guiding principles shape practice in our setting.  These are:  
• every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self 
assured;  
• children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;  
• children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their 
individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers; and  
• children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. The framework covers the education 
and care of all children, including children with special educational needs and disabilities.  
 
 
The areas of learning and development.   
There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational programmes in early 
years settings. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. The prime areas 
are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their 
capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.  
 
 
Prime areas of learning are:  
• communication and language;  
• physical development; and  
• personal, social and emotional development.  
 
There are four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied.  
 
 
Specific areas of learning are:  
• literacy;  
• mathematics;  
• understanding the world; and  
• expressive arts and design.  
 
 
Educational programmes involve activities and experiences for children, as follows. 
• Communication and language development involving giving children opportunities to experience a rich 
language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and 
listen in a range of situations.  
• Physical development involving providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; 
and to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to understand 
the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2


• Personal, social and emotional development involving helping children to develop a positive sense of 
themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social 
skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have 
confidence in their own abilities.  
• Literacy development involving encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and 
write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written 
materials) to ignite their interest.  
• Mathematics involving providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in 
counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to 
describe shapes, spaces, and measures.  
• Understanding the world involving guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 
community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and 
the environment.  
• Expressive arts and design involving enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and 
materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and 
feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and 
technology.  
 
 
Characteristics of effective teaching and learning; 
In planning and guiding children’s activities, staff always try to observe the different ways that children 
learn and reflect this in their practice. Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:  

• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’;  

• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy 
achievements; and  

• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, making links between 
ideas, and developing strategies for doing things. 

 
 
Within Key Stage 1 
The Year 1 and Year 2 staff broadly follow the National curriculum and programmes of study 2014. In 
particular Year 2 follow the objectives set out for literacy and maths in readiness for KS1 SATs at the end of 
the year.  
Each week the children have a Science lesson, whereas aspects of the History and  Geography curriculum 
are taught through a topic based approach. The children also have R.E., PSHE, Art/DT, P.E., music and 
outdoor education lessons each week. Citizenship and PSHE are also taught through weekly lower school 
assemblies. These are broadly planned in accordance with the key skills required for each age group as set 
out by the 2014 National Curriculum. To ensure all skills are covered and that no curriculum area receives 
more coverage than others over the academic year, each class teacher keeps their own records and 
assessments  
 
 
Curriculum Coordinators  
Each subject has a curriculum coordinator who has the responsibility of managing the subject, assessment, 
monitoring good practice and through consultation with colleagues, producing a scheme of work. Subject 
coordinators also have to manage the departmental budget, providing resources for pupils and staff. 
Coordinators are required to take an active role in the review of their subject and produce a curriculum 
‘Development Plan’ for their subject. These are completed annually within academic reviews which are 
scrutinised and discussed by the academic committee for the governing body and also form part of the 
appraisal process. 
 
 
Field Trips/Visitors to School  
We aim to provide pupils with a wealth of first hand experiences and we place a strong emphasis on 
educational visits, visitors to School and residential trips. We aim for each form to experience at least one 
educational visit per term and for children in Years 4, 5 & 6 to have a one residential trip per year. 
 
  



Able Gifted and Talented  
Reference should be made to the Policy for Able, Gifted and Talented.  
 
Learning Support  
All pupils have a right to equal access to the curriculum, however we have a small number of pupils who 
require additional support lessons in order to make the expected academic progress. Some of these pupils 
have been identified as dyslexic; others simply have gaps in their knowledge or low confidence and require 
some extra help.  
Pupils with dyslexia can receive individual help with our learning development teacher or learning support 
assistant as may other pupils, identified as requiring extra support. Some pupils may also receive extra 
support from a teacher or learning support assistant within the classroom.  
Pupils are assessed individually based on their progress through school and this should highlight any 
concerns.  Detailed advice and the appropriate procedures to follow are set down in the Learning Support 
policy. Pupils who receive additional support outside the classroom are tracked and appropriate re cords 
kept to share with parents and staff. The Learning Support Coordinator in consultation with the subject 
teacher, reviews the support on a regular basis according to the needs of the child. 
 
Liaison between Early Years Foundation Stage, Main School and Senior Schools 
There is frequent and regular contact, at all levels, to ensure that pupils have a smooth transition from one 
area of the School to the next and that pupils benefit from continuity in curriculum approach. Liaison 
between different areas includes the following:  
 

Senior Leadership Team Meetings 

Meetings between respective subject coordinators 

Peer observation 

Shared teaching – for example in Games/PE, LDD and Music  

Regular co-operation in performances and productions  

Shared staff-meetings and whole school in-service training days 
Visits to pupils from senior school representatives 
Reference requests completed and forwarded to senior schools 
Pupil records forwarded to senior schools at end of Year 6 
Records from previous schools are also requested 

 
Homework 
Regular homework is a valuable aspect of the learning process and contributes to the development of 
sound study habits. It encourages pupils to develop the habit of independent study and promotes 
application and self-discipline. It also presents a regular opportunity to reinforce skills, which have been 
learnt in the classroom. Homework has a valuable role to play in involving parents in their children’s 
learning, allowing them to show interest and give support where necessary. The amount of homework will 
vary according to age and learning needs. 
 
Homework may be completed in school in prep sessions for Upper School which are held 4X a week after 
school for 50 minutes, or at home. 
 
 
  



UPPER SCHOOL HOMEWORK POLICY 
Homework is set three times a week in Maths, English and Science and is recorded in the Homework Diary, 
which also acts as a means of communication between home and school. Parents are asked to sign this 
book each weekend.  Each child’s timetable is written in this diary.  From time to time other homework 
may be set. 
The reasons for homework are: 

• for reiteration and practice 

• for consolidation 

• for exploring new ground 

• for finishing incomplete class work 

• opportunity to share school work with parents 

• to show understanding if done unaided 

 
Homework for Years 3/4 children should take approximately half an hour per subject. Some of the work 
given to Years 5/6 may take more time. 
 
Furthermore, Upper School children are expected to read out of school at least three times per week.  The 
children are directed towards reading material which is suitable for their level of reading ability.  Books are 
usually provided from the school library although material from home may be agreed on occasions.  
Equally any school reading material may be supplemented by home books or magazines and is encouraged.  
Children are rewarded with stickers and house points for any reading which takes place in excess of the 
expected three times per week: 
4 reads = 1 house point 
5 reads = 2 house points 
6 reads = 3 house points 
7 reads = 4 house points 
Weekly spellings are also set at an appropriate level for each pupil and it is expected that time is spent 
practising these using the Look, Cover, Write strategy in addition to usual homework. 

LOWER SCHOOL HOMEWORK POLICY 

Nursery – Children can take a book home once a week if they have reached such a level. 
 
Reception – Reading every evening. Phonics / Key Words to learn each week.  Once they have reached a 
certain level children will also be given Key Word spellings to learn. 
  
Year 1 – Reading every evening.  Spellings once a week.  Occasional research for topics 
Year  2 – Reading every evening.  Spelling once a week.  English and Maths activity each week 
 
 
At the start of each year a homework timetable is agreed to ensure that pupils receive an equal and fair 
distribution of homework subjects throughout the three allocated sessions.  
 
Literacy and Numeracy  
The school provides for pupils to acquire skills in speaking and listening, literacy and numeracy skills.  
As part of the school curriculum pupils receive daily lessons in literacy and numeracy, as outlined in the 
‘subjects and time allocation’ table above. Subject meetings are held both formally and informally regularly 
in which the day to day teaching of literacy and numeracy, and the pupils’ progress are discussed and 
evaluated and planning is adjusted accordingly.  
 
Literacy: The English Policy provides guidance on the teaching of specific literacy skills, whilst the scheme 
of work ensures that appropriate subject matter is taught and there is progression in the pupils’ learning 
across the year groups. The focus of literacy lessons is concerned with developing pupils’ communication 
skills and increasing their command of language through listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
 



Numeracy: The Mathematics Policy provides guidance on the teaching of specific numeracy skills, whilst 
the scheme of work ensures that appropriate subject matter is taught and there is progression in the 
pupils’ learning across the year groups. We aim to develop pupils’ knowledge, enjoyment and 
understanding of mathematics in a variety of ways, including practical activity, exploration and discussion.  
 
Where the principal language of instruction is a language other than English, the school shall provide 
lessons in written and spoken English.  
If a pupil enters the school for whom English is not their first language then one to one tuition may be 
provided in written and spoken English in consultation with parents.  
 
Where a pupil has specific needs, the school will endeavour to provide education which fulfils his/ her 
requirements.  
All pupils who have been assessed and found to have specific learning difficulties will be offered additional 
support outside the classroom, usually in the form of one to one teaching or shared support lessons. We 
also ensure that these pupils have full access to the school’s curriculum.  
 
The school provides personal, social and health education which reflects the school’s aims and ethos.  
PSHE/SMSC plays an important part in the development of the pupils as well rounded and happy 
individuals. At Hunter Hall it incorporates an element of study skills and moral issues. Although PSHE 
lessons are allocated a specific time slot on the time-table, we recognise that PSHE is very much a cross-
curricular subject and valued in all areas of school life. 
 
During PSHE time we encourage pupils to discuss issues that not only relate to themselves but also wider 
issues that will develop their knowledge and understanding of the world in which they live. We believe that 
PSHE should provide opportunities that will help the child gain a greater understanding of relationships, 
personal responsibility, consideration for other people’s points of view and the confidence to make 
reasoned choices about their future; including living within British society and respecting its laws, 
distinguishing between right and wrong and respecting our public institutions. 
 
Above all, we aim as a school through our curriculum to reflect the nature of the world in which we live. 
We also provide teaching in RE throughout Upper and lower school as another important way of studying 
and understanding the world in which we live. These areas act as tool to promote a culture of respect and 
diversity in British Society. 
We would hope that within all our curriculum areas, including our extra-curricular activities that we 
develop in our children character attributes such as tolerance, patience, resilience and grit which 
ultimately underpin success in education and employment in later life. 
 
The school provides for all pupils to have the opportunity to learn and make progress.  
Hunter Hall School is committed to providing pupils with a curriculum that is broad, challenging and 
differentiated to suit the needs of the pupils.  
All pupils should have equal access to the curriculum regardless of gender, ethnic origin or special 
educational needs.  
We aim to create a rich and stimulating environment where the pupils feel confident, have a love of 
learning and aim to achieve high standards.  
All areas of the curriculum are valued and we aim to offer a balanced and stimulating variety; including 
academic subjects, the arts, music, practical activities and physical education.  
 
We aim to provide pupils with a curriculum for the 21st century, where we endeavour to foster 
independent learners who are confident in the use of new technology, have the skills to access knowledge 
and develop their practical and problem solving skills. We encourage pupils to discuss, reflect and evaluate 
their learning experiences and be motivated to learn by taking ownership of their learning; discussing their 
own targets etc. 
 
Furthermore, we provide our pupils with an extensive extra-curricular programme which will give them 
opportunities to widen their experiences, hopefully finding something that they wish to pursue further as 
they grow and develop and build their confidence and self-esteem.  
 
We aim to develop their sense of responsibility through various posts of office within the school. As pupils 
enter Year 6 posts of office include Head of School, Head Boy, Head Girl, Games’ Captains and Vice-



Captains, Heads of Houses, Librarians and Subject Prefects. Older pupils are also expected to assist with the 
care of the younger pupils at ‘wet break times’.  
 
The ‘House’ system provides opportunities for children to take responsibility and team building across the 
year groups. We encourage the pupils to be good citizens through taking the initiative and helping in 
planning fund raising for various charities. As a school we encourage our pupils to be actively involved in 
many different areas of school life. To this end our School Council is represented by Heads of School who 
meet with the Head Teacher regularly throughout the term. 
 
The school has a programme of residential visits for pupils from Year 4 to Year 6, with the aim of increasing 
the pupils’ educational experiences and developing their independence. The residential programme is 
organised so that the number of nights staying over, the demands of the trip and the distance from school 
increase as the children move through the school. Day trips for all year groups further enhance the 
curriculum. 
 
Finally, we actively encourage speakers to come into school to discuss aspects of either their working or 
cultural life e.g. police officers or people from different religious backgrounds. We believe that the pupils 
gain from these experiences as it gives them an insight into the working world and develops their empathy 
and tolerance of people from different backgrounds and cultures.  
 
Our aims for the curriculum can be found within the Strategic Blueprint for the school, developed in 
September 2016 and we hope will remain current for the next 3 years. 


